
January 11, 2022 

 

A Message from ABLE Superintendent Clem Lee 

 

Greetings, ABLE Students and Families! 
 

The numbers as of 3:30 pm Monday: 

• 26 ABLE students positive for COVID 

• 6 ABLE staff members positive for COVID 

• 84 students out due to exposure: 10-day quarantine or negative test 

• 36 students out until further notice having presented one or more symptom 

• Those numbers add to 152, 13% of ABLE’s combined student and staff 

population. 

 

Omicron rages, and we face our greatest pandemic-related challenges yet. 

 

ABLE does NOT intend to shut down again, and it will take all of us to make 

that happen. 

 

There can be no lack of clarity about COVID protocols, so I provide the following 

direction.  Every bullet is considered essential. 

• We are lucky to even have a school nurse but much more so to have an 

excellent one.  Nurse Jessica Flores is the final and absolute word on all 

things COVID.  Nurse Flores’s directions MUST be followed to the 

letter with no exceptions. 

• Students who display ANY one or combination of the following symptoms 

must stay home.  Further, if anyone in the household exhibits symptoms, 

students are considered exposed and must proceed just as if they had the 

symptoms themselves – and stay home.  These COVID-related absences 

must be reported to ABLE.  

▪ fever over 100.4 degrees 

▪ shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

▪ loss of taste or smell 

▪ chills 

▪ cough 

▪ congestion or runny nose 

▪ fatigue, muscle or body aches 

▪ sore throat 

▪ headache 

▪ nausea 

▪ vomiting 

▪ diarrhea 



With a negative test result and 24 hours being fever and symptom free, 

students may return to school.  Without a negative test result, students must 

remain away from school for 10 calendar days. 

• Students will not be allowed back on campus without a test result or 

before the end of 10 days.  There will be no exceptions. 

• If you can upgrade to N95 masks for your family and children, please do so.  

If not, ABLE is scheduled to receive a shipment of those masks soon, and 

they will be provided for students and staff. 

• Testing sites are overrun and can take hours.  We are now allowed to accept 

the results of an at-home COVID test if the test taking is 

witnessed/viewed/watched by designated ABLE personnel.  Call the school 

to schedule a time for school personnel to witness a test.  ABLE is in the 

process of trying to secure at home tests if you are not able to get one. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has made an accommodation to ease the madness.  Our 

staff and school community have been stoic and steadfast in the approach to this 

crisis: attend to one another’s wellness and safety, do what’s right for the good of 

the whole, do the very best we can for all students – both in school and at home, 

and be calm! 

 

Last note.  Our nurse and health personnel don’t make these rules up.  We try to 

apply the direction of the CDC to the best of our ability.  You may or may not 

agree with everything the CDC requires or with everything we ask you to do.  

Please don’t take it out on our staff members who are only doing the best they can 

to keep you, your children, and the ABLE staff safe and well. 

 

Repeat: ABLE does NOT intend to shut down - again.  It will take all of us to 

make that happen. 

 

If you have any questions about COVID protocols do not hesitate to contact 

the school.  ABLE staff are glad to assist you. 


